April  2011   Presidents note

Greetings Members,

I saw open water out on the lake this past weekend!  There was a little ice left on Sunday but I am confident that it will be all gone this week  and docks / boats will start showing up along the shoreline this weekend.  Please read through the following notes and see you on the lake this summer!
 
1. A great way to stay on top of information and events regarding the LMA is to check the web site.  Board member Pat Rath does a great job keeping it up to date and posting any information on the association and
local events. www.lakeminnewawa.org <http://www.lakeminnewawa.org/>    


 2. I have great news.  We have 2 new board members!  Joel and Robbie Danko have joined the board and offered their help.  It is great to have new people involved with new ideas and insight on LMA activities.  We
are still looking for more, new board members.  We currently have 14 board members and are in need of at least one more to meet our by-laws requirement.  But, having more than 15, sure would not hurt either.  It
takes only a small amount of time, one Saturday a month for morning  meetings and a few extra hours volunteering at LMA events and  activities.  I myself am a "weekender" so you do not have to be a "full
timer" up at the lake.  Think about it, feel free to contact me with questions, and join join the board! You will meet some wonderful people and be helping make Lake Minnewawa a great place to be.
 
3. We have begun our membership drive for 2011 and thank you to those of you that have already sent in your membership donation.  Just as a reminder, you can now donate electronically at the LMA web site. Click on the donation tab and you will be forwarded to the LMA  Donation site. Enter the donation amount and click the update donation tab.  From here you can choose to pay by credit card or by Pay Pal.  It is that easy.The membership form is on the members information page and either email it to Curtis Pieske or to Mark Pawelski indicating that you donated electronically or mail it to LMA, P.O Box 58, McGregor MN 55760.  See  the web site for email addresses and or information on this new option.

4. The harvester is ready to go.  John Montour will be the lead operator this year and Lyle Marsyla and Steve Olson are there to support John, find additional volunteers to help with operations (hint, hint) and help with any needed repairs though out the season.  We plan to give the truck, trailer and harvester a quick "going through" and power wash in the next couple of weeks. The harvester will be put in the water around the first week in May.  That way the guys can give it some test runs, confirm repairs that were done last fall, and be ready to begin harvesting on June 1st!  I have the permit from the DNR and June 1st is the earliest allowed day of harvesting.  The plan is to start out in those bays / areas of the lake that are a little shallower while thewater level is up.  They will move to those areas that typically show the earliest weed growth.  Wind really does play a big part of when and where the most efficient harvesting can be done.  The harvester, with its size and profile, is like a big sail out there in the wind and does much better in calmer and safer conditions.  I will again be your main contact for any questions and or concerns with the harvesting operations.  Please feel free to call me at home(763-767-4842   ) or at the cabin (218-426-0382 ) and I will answer your questions and see if we can get to those areas of the lake that need attention.  I do not believe the weed growth will be as intense as last year with the snow cover all winter, later ice out date, and what appears to be a cooler spring not to mention the great team of guys working this year.  Please have patience and we will do everything possible to provide an enjoyableboating season!    

5.  WALLEYE STOCKING 2011 UPDATE!  Approval is assured at this point - there's a lot of paperwork going thru the regional DNR office right now, so it might be a while before we get the signed copy back.  The stocking was approved in the DNR stocking database, so they are now just waiting for eggs to hatch and finish up stripping operations.  These activities usually finish up for them in the next couple of weeks so the stocking should happen sometime in mid-May.  The LMA has worked hard to help the DNR and to get the stocking program started again on Lake Minnewawa.  Stay tuned and I will update you as soon as I have any additional news!

 6.  The LMA sponsors and helps with many local activities that benefit  not only Lake Minnewawa but the community as a whole.  This Saturday, we will once again be helping out at the Shamrock Township Spring Cleanup Day.  The LMA donates time and garage location for this event.  It will be held at the LMA garage from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  We have a few volunteers to work with the township staff and if anyone would like to help, please feel free to show up at the garage Saturday morning (gloves are helpful). It is a great event that helps keep the local environment clean.  We also will be holding our annual Highway Clean up day on Saturday, May 7th.  Please consider helping out. We will be meeting at the LMA garage, after the board meeting, at 11:00 AM.  We have the garbage bags and some safety vest available. This year the LMA will be starting a new event.  We are going to do our best to help out the McGregor Foods shelf!  The plan is to have everyone bring some type of non-perishable food item to the garage this summer during the drop off times for the garage sale and to the garage sale itself.  Starting in June, the garage will be open on Saturday mornings to accept donations
for the garage sale. So, bring a non-perishable food items with you and the LMA will then donate that to the McGregor food shelf.  We also plan to have members bring a food item to the Annual meeting on Saturday,
August 13th.  Please help the LMA help those in need in the McGregor area.
 
7. Please be sure to take a moment to check the web site or the board on the LMA garage for a list of our local business sponsors.  They donate funds that greatly help the LMA with year expenses and provide need
support! The 2010 sponsors are as follows:Bann's, Country Meadows Inn,  Federated Propane, Fireside Inn, Freeman Electric, Horseshoe Lake Inn, Savanna Ridge Town home Association, Shamrock township, Sportsmen's'
Club, Tamarack Sno-Flyers, Willey's Sport Shop and Spirits and Willey's  Marine.  We will be updating the list shortly for the 2011 season.  Please, when you are in support these local business sponsors, please tell them "thanks" for supporting the LMA.
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact myself or any of the other board members.  Contact information is available on the web site. 
 
GREGORY M. PFEIFER
LAKE MINNEWAWA ASSOCIATION     763-767-4842

